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to pay new permissions? Also, if the reverse procedure obtains, is one
obliged to pay new permissions?

Ordinarily, permission rights apply to all editions of an existing
title. However, the wise author and publisher should protect himself
when asking for permission by stipulating that the rights requested
are also for any future editions of the same title, in the United States,
Canada, Great Britain and the British Dominions, and South America.

When compiling anthologies or collections of short stories, exactly
what rights do the publishers of these books demand?

The right to include the stories in any edition of their anthology
(usually trade, school, limited, and reprint editions) to be published
in the United States (and usually Canada). If they wish rights also
for South America, England, or international rights, it should be so
stated in the request.

In regard to copyrighting plays, if an original play or an original
translation of a play is included in an anthology, does the general
copyright of the book protect the authors and publishers rights? Can
a play be copyrighted separately?

If no copyright has previously been registered for the play, the
copyright of the anthology will protect it, providing it has never been
published before and providing the author has assigned his common-
law rights in it to the owner of the copyright of the anthology. If the
author wishes to reserve the copyright for himself, his best course is
to copyright the play in his own name before publication of the
anthology, and then stipulate that his copyright notice must be given
in the text. A play, unlike a 'book/ may be copyrighted at any time
before publication, whether it has or has not been performed publicly.

Why is there no uniform ruling governing the transfer of copyright
and rights in regard to anthologies and collections of short stories?

The granting of permission to use copyright material in an anthol-
ogy or collection is almost always a license, not an assignment. In
other words, the copyright itself is not transferred, but only the right
to use the material in a given medium. Hence every case is a special
one, to be determined by the copyright owner and the author or
publisher of the anthology. The three important points to be stated
in the written agreement granting the permission (to be signed by
both parties) are: